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Getting Started

Adding Preface applications 
to the sideshow device:

1. Run the Preface Gadgets installer 
on your PC.

2. Connect the sideshow device.2. Connect the sideshow device.

3. On your PC, go to Control Panel -> 
Windows Sideshow.

4. Check the boxes for any Preface 
applications you want to add to the 
device.



Getting Started (contd.)

Accessing the Preface 
application settings:

1. Connect the sideshow device.

2. On your PC, go to Control Panel -> 
Windows Sideshow.Windows Sideshow.

3. Click the name of any Preface 
application to open its application 
settings window.



Main Menu

Main Menu
Shows list of installed gadgets

If other gadgets are installed, they 
will go above or below these 
gadgets on the same menu. 

As each item is highlighted, two 
lines of “glance data” are shown.  
Normally the glance data shows 
what the viewer can see in the 
gadget.



Preface Pictures gadget

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of Pictures currently in 
designated folder/subfolders.

Picture Selection
Allows you to select a picture to view.  
Picture titles are read directly from the 
selected folder.selected folder.

View Picture
• Displays picture.  
• Right and left arrows moves through                                    
the picture list.



Preface Pictures gadget

PC Settings
• User can specify a start location 

for browsing pictures.  
• The default is “My Pictures. 
• User can choose whether to 

include subfolders

Use CasesUse Cases
•Create paths for specific sets of pictures; 
Birthday Party, Vacation or other set. 

•View Slide Show sequence of any folder 
or all folders

•Quickly navigate on device to another 
path to display another sequence of 
pictures.

•Pictures may be viewed while the PC is 
turned Off.  

•Pictures can only be updated when PC is 
on.

Technical Notes
• Will not display streaming video. 
• Pictures are converted and resized in 

gadget application using Windows GDI.  
Only GDI supported picture types can be 
displayed. 

• Browsing needs to divide paths into 
buckets 50 pictures at a time.  If there 
are more than 50 pictures it will prompt 
for next 50 and previous 50. 

• Deletions of pictures require a refresh 
cycle, either moving up or down list.



Preface WebPics gadget

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of Sites/Pictures 
currently configured to update.

Picture Selection
Allows you to select a picture.  The title 
is from the web site and picture setup.

View Picture
•Displays picture.  
•Right and left arrows moves through 
the picture list.
•Back moves to Picture Selection.
•Menu displays SideShow context 
menu.



Preface WebPics gadget

PC Settings
User has a list of web sites.
They can Add, Edit and Delete different 

pictures.

Picture Selection
• Create your own title
• Cut and paste picture location
• Select how often to update



Preface WebPics gadget

Use Cases
•Supports any statically updated 
web picture

•Day Care Cam

•Babysitter Cam

•Security Cameras

•Traffic Cam

Technical Notes
• Will not do streaming video which 

is the default output of most home 
security cameras

•Traffic Cam

•Vacation spots

•Home state or city



Preface Remote Control

Menu Glance Data
Indicates the number of applications 
that are set up to run.

Remote Control Launch
• Preset PC applications are 
displayed and can be launched displayed and can be launched 
using the Remote Control 
application. 
• Any PC application can be 
launched from here.



Preface Remote Control

PC Settings
• Default programs are PowerPoint 

and Internet Explorer
• User can enter any number of 

additional applications to launch.

Launcher Settings
• Choose Title
• Choose command line to launch.  

Can include flags. 
• Command line can be local 

application, or “start” object like a 
web URL.



Preface Reminders gadget

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of alarms that are set in 
the gadget.

Alarm Selection/Alarm View
Shows each alarm so you can select it to 
view.  When you view the alarm you have 
the option of Turn off/Turn On, or Skip next the option of Turn off/Turn On, or Skip next 
occurrence

Alarm Ring
Later, when the time comes, the Alarm will 
display the message as entered. 

This display pops up without regard to 
which gadget you are in, including user 
downloaded gadgets.



Preface Reminders gadget

PC Settings
User has a list of reminders
They can Add, Edit and Delete different 

items.

Reminder Settings
• Create your own title
• Choose the date and time
• Choose the repeat schedule



Preface Reminders gadget

Use Cases
•Ring to remind before an important 
show comes on

•Personal Reminders - “Call Mom” 

•Remind the kids to be sure a pet is 
fed, or homework is done

•Remind yourself of infrequent 

Technical Notes
• When one reminder rings, the 

gadget needs to be refreshed 
from the PC to set the next 
alarm.

• No real limits to the number of 
reminders.

• Monthly by week and day (The 
2nd Tuesday of each month) is 
not supported at this time 
because of localization issues.

•Remind yourself of infrequent 
events such as “leaf pickup day” or 
“First Tuesday for the Arts”



Preface Countdown gadget

Menu Glance Data
Shows Title, Days and Hours until the 
Countdown Event

View Countdown
• Displays optional user selected 
background picture.  
• Displays real-time clock



Preface Countdown gadget

PC Settings
Title, Date and Time

Use Cases
•Popularized for Y2K, Countdown Clocks are 
now commonly used for major events in a now commonly used for major events in a 
persons life: Vacations, Retirement, Wedding.

•Next Vacation

•Date/Time when a relative or family member is 
to return home.

•End of the school year

•Child’s Birthday

Technical Notes
• Only one Countdown is 

shown on the device at a 
time.

• Device does not pop up clock, 
you need to browse to see it.

• If time permits we plan on 
adding a user selected 
background image to 
personalize the timer.



Preface RSS Feed Gadget

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of feeds and items 
within each feed. 

View Feed List
• Lists each Feed, select one to 
read.

View Feed

View Item
• Lets you read the top level text 
per item. 

View Feed
• Lists titles for each RSS item.



Preface RSS Feed gadget

RSS Feeds
Set up to 100 RSS feeds to monitor

Use Cases
•Monitor headline news

•Track sports scores

•Track stock market developments and stories

•Monitor daily blog posts, or family blogs

•Tv Schedule, Movie ratings, even Craigslist 
can be tracked using RSS feeds

Technical Notes
• Feeds update only when PC 

is turned on.  However they 
may be read at any time.



Preface Contacts

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of contacts stored.

Contact list
Sort by Last Name or 
Company Name. 

Contact Detail
• Shows address, phone 
number, and notes 
information for the contact. 



Preface Calendar

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of events 
stored.

Day Schedule
Shows a list of all 

scheduled items for a given 
day.. 

Event Detail
• Shows start and end 
date and time, priority, and 
notes associated with the 
Event. 



Preface Tasks

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of tasks 
stored.

Day Schedule
Shows a list of all Tasks 

that are current. 

Task Detail
• Shows Due date, priority 
and other information 
associated with the task.



Preface Contacts/Calendar/Tasks

PC Settings
Choose from a wide variety of data 

sources, including Outlook, MS 
CRM, ACT!, Lotus Notes, and 
Google Apps.

Use CasesUse Cases
•Allows access to contact phone numbers while 
the PC is turned off

•Ring appointment alarms

•Look at day, week and month schedule while 
PC is off.

Technical Notes
• Data is updated when the PC 

is turned on.
• Can be set for automatic 

synchronization.



Preface PC Monitor

Menu Glance Data
Shows number of charts that are 
available.

View Chart
•Displays picture.  •Displays picture.  
•Right and Left arrows move through 
charts.
. 



Preface PC Monitor

PC Settings
Select items to view from a preset list.

Use Cases
•Allows you to monitor critical performance 
criteria for the network PC.criteria for the network PC.

•Disk capacity

•Memory usage

•Network usage

•Application count

•CPU usage

•Page file usage

•Active process count

•Can also display BIOS information

Technical Notes
• The graphs are generated on 

the fly on the PC and sent to 
the device as still pictures.  

• Transmission speed dictates 
we can update no more than 
once every 10 seconds.

• Some charts only update 
once per minute. 



Preface Localization Notes

PC Language Settings
• The PC Settings application language is 

controlled by the currently selected 
language using Vista Control Panel 
Regional and Language Settings.  

• Language settings change requires a logoff 
and logon.  Preface Settings (PC 
Application) will adopt the current language 
when it is restarted. when it is restarted. 

• Languages are implemented as Vista MUI 
files.  New languages can be added without 
recompiling the Preface Settings 
Application.



Preface Localization Notes
Device Language Settings

• The Prefac e Settings are controlled by the Windows 
Sideshow Settings created when this device is 
connected.  Each device registers different language 
choices.  Shown here is the SideShow Emulator.

• Switching the language from English to a character 
based language like Chinese will auto-reset the 
device.  Auto-reset will reload the gadgets.

English 

French French 

Spanish (Cast)

German

Italian

Dutch

Portuguese (Port)

Chinese Tr

Chinese Si

Japanese 

Korean 

Norwegian

Swedish

Danish


